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Article 1
These guidelines are established in accordance with the Ministry of Education's "Regulations for Direct Admission to Doctoral Programs."
Article 2
Outstanding students with strong research potential, who are either graduating undergraduates (including those applying for early graduation) or master’s program students, may apply to pursue a doctoral degree directly within their respective department, institute, college, or degree program at the university.
The criteria for outstanding academic performance and research potential shall be determined by each department, institute, college, or degree program and submitted to the Office of Academic Affairs for record.
Article 3
Applicants for direct admission to a doctoral program must submit the following documents to the intended doctoral program:
1. One completed "Application Form for Direct Admission to Doctoral Programs."
2. Supporting documents meeting the criteria in Article 2.
3. Two recommendation letters from assistant professors or higher-level faculty members of the applicant's current or related department, institute, or degree program.
4. Any additional materials specified by the department, institute, or degree program.
The application materials shall be reviewed by the department, institute, degree program, and college meetings. Approved applications, along with meeting minutes, shall be submitted to the Office of Academic Affairs and forwarded to the university president for final approval. Only upon approval may the applicant be admitted to a doctoral program.
The application form format shall follow the template provided by the Office of Academic Affairs, and recommendation letters shall use formats specified by the respective department, institute, or degree program.
Article 4
Applications for direct admission are accepted during the winter break (after instructors submit grades) each academic year. Specific application dates shall be indicated in the academic calendar.
Article 5
Each department, institute, or degree program may admit students directly into doctoral programs within a quota of 40% of the Ministry of Education-approved enrollment for doctoral programs for the academic year.
If quotas are transferred between programs within the same college, this limit does not apply.
Programs are not allowed to fill all doctoral program slots via direct admission, except in the following cases:
1. The program has only one approved doctoral program slot.
2. The admission is part of a Ministry of Education-approved talent cultivation or special project.
The total number of direct admissions must still fall within the overall enrollment quota approved by the Ministry of Education for that academic year.
Article 6
Approved graduating undergraduates must obtain their bachelor's degree within the academic year and begin their doctoral studies in the subsequent academic year. Deferral of admission is not permitted. Those who fail to obtain a bachelor's degree before enrollment will have their direct admission qualification revoked.
Article 7
Students admitted to a doctoral program may apply to return to their original master’s program or transfer to a related master’s program under the following conditions, subject to review and approval by the relevant meetings and the university president:
1. Voluntarily discontinuing doctoral studies.
2. Failing to pass the doctoral candidacy examination.
3. Failing the doctoral dissertation defense without meeting the criteria in Article 8.
Approved students must complete the required courses and thesis for a master’s degree and pass the master's degree examination to be awarded the master's degree. The time spent in the doctoral program will not count toward the maximum time limit for completing the master’s degree.
Article 8
Students who complete the doctoral candidacy examination but fail the doctoral dissertation defense may be awarded a master’s degree if their dissertation meets the standards for a master's degree as determined by the doctoral examination committee.
Article 9
Master’s students approved for direct admission to a doctoral program cannot simultaneously participate in their original master’s degree examination unless they voluntarily withdraw from the doctoral program. If a student passes both the master’s degree examination and the direct admission to the doctoral program, the doctoral admission qualification will be revoked.
Article 10
Matters not covered in these guidelines shall be handled in accordance with relevant regulations of the Ministry of Education and the university.
Article 11
These guidelines shall take effect upon approval by the University Affairs Meeting and authorization by the university president. Revisions shall follow the same procedure.

